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Honorable Richardson Preyer, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Government Information 
and Individual Rights 
Committee on Government Operations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 2051S 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This is in regard to your letter of 6 October 1977 
requesting information concerning the Agency’s policy 
and regulations with respect to the conduct of investiga- 
tions in view of the decision of the court in Weissman v. 


This matter has been under review by the Office of 
General Counsel in conjunction with the Department of 
Justice. Our response to your questions will reflect the 
results of this review which should very soon be completed. 

I fully appreciate and share your concern that the 
conduct of investigations of U.S. citizens by the CIA be 
in accordance with the law and applicable Executive Orders. 


Yours sincarel 
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Honorable Richardson Preyer, Chairman 
subcommittee on Government Information 
and Individual Rights 
Committee on Government Operations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

_ -j; n regard to your letter of 6 October 1 Q 77 

requesting information concerning the Agency's policy 

and reg ulati 0ns with respect tQ f he co ^Z7of inve7tiea- 
dA t ^ V16W ° £ the decision of the court in Weissman V 

Generl^Coun^? 37 - 1135 b ® en U1 ? der revie ™ by the Office of 
Justice S! n con 7 unctl °n with the Department of 
resu7ts'nf°th • respoi } se to your questions will reflect the 
suits of this review which should very soon be completed. 

conduct and share y° ur concern that the 

• , investigations of U.S. citizens by the CIA be 

accordance with the law and applicable Executive Orders. 

Yours sincerely, 

/s/ Stansfield Turner 
STANSFIELD TURNER 
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Admiral Stansfield Turner 
Director of Central Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 20505 

Dear Admiral Turner: 


In February of this year, the U. S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit in a case arising under the Freedom _ of 
Information Act, Wei ssman v. CIA, stated in dicta that the CIA did 
not have legal authority to conduct investigations of persons within 
the United States without their consent or knowledge on the grounds 
that such persons may be considered for employment by the Agency 
at some later date. Indeed, the Agency appeared to have compiled 
some 50 documents in the course of investigating the plaintiff in 
the Weissman case from 1958 to 1963. 


I write now to ask what the Agency’s current policy is with 
respect to the conduct of such investigations. I have posed a 
number of questions in this regard which I have enclosed as an 
attachment to this letter. I would very much appreciate your 
prompt response to them. 


Sincerely, 


/ ,Ja c^.. </- — A> 


/a 

Richardson Preyer 
Chairman 




Attachment 
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QUESTIONS 


1. Does the CIA currently conduct investigations of unaffiliated U.S. 
citizens without their consent or knowledge on the grounds that they 
may be considered for employment, or as an intelligence source, at 
some future date? If so, 

a. Describe the circumstances which would justify such investi- 
gations. 

b. Provide the number of persons who are annually subject to 
such investigations . 

c. Provide a copy of the Agency regulation (s) which authorize 
or govern this practice. 

2. Please set forth the Agency’s position with respect to the legality 
of such practices after the Weissman decision. 

3. If there are current Agency regulations which prohibit such practices, 
please furnish a copy to the subcommittee. 

4. If such investigations are no longer undertaken, at what point did the 
Agency end such practice? For what period of time were such investi- 
gations conducted by the Agency? 

5. Please indicate, or provide an estimate cf the total number of 
persons who were subjects of such investigations in the past; and, a 
further breakdown, if available, of the number of investigations 
conducted a) where no future employment of, or b) no future use as 
an intelligence source or contact with the individual, was forth- 
coming . 

6. If the Agency believes the collection of such information is illegal, 
what has been the disposition of records of earlier such investigations 
now considered improper? 
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